Concern is often expressed that a health education campaign advising the public to report breast symptoms to their general practitioner without delay will result in a sudden flood of patients, thereby putting the primary care services under increased pressure. Furthermore For comparison with the study period, the control data were analysed over calendar time and by week of recording. The mean number of new episodes per general practitioner declined over the study period, except for three weeks during February (the month of the public campaign) when the number remained relatively constant. During the same months of the control period the mean number fluctuated but showed a less steady fall. In the control period there were more new episodes per general practitioner in the first recording week and there was a sharper decline in mean numbers over recording weeks than in the study period.
The ages and presenting symptoms of the new episodes were similar during the control and study periods. There was a high degree of consistency in the action taken by the general practitioners during the two periods (table 2) .
The median duration of hospital delay was greater during the months of the 1981 study period than 
